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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Radovic et al (US Patent 5,049,109) in view of Meier et al (US Patent 7,080,828). 

Radovic et al teach a hair removal paddle 1 having a base body made of polymer 
material 2 and additional metallic components 9 and 10. Radovic et al teaches a 
polymeric material, however, the use of a vulcanized rubber mixture is not taught. 
Meier et al teach a vulcanized rubber mixture comprised of a rubber component and an 
active inhibitor which prevents the growth of microorganisms. In column 1 , line 36, 
Meier et al teach "the inhibitor is particularly difficult to dissolve in water". On column 1 , 
lines 48-50, "a carrier material is charged with the inhibitor or inhibitor system is mixed 
into the polymer material, specifically with the formation of a corresponding adduct". On 
column 1 , lines 57-58, the carrier is made of a sodium-aluminum silicate. Column 2, 
lines 1 -4, "the inhibitor or the inhibitor system is distributed essentially uniformly in the 
polymer material. Its proportion with reference to the total mass of the polymer material 
is, in particular, 0.1 to 5.0 wt.-%." Further, Meier et al teach on column 2, lines 5-6, "the 
polymer material is low in plasticizer", and on line 8-13, The polymer material is a 
vulcanized rubber mixture nitrile rubber (NBR).... EPDM/NBR blend". And on column 
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2, lines 15-17, the reference to Meier et al teach "With reference to the total mass of the 
polymer material, the proportion of the polymer or rubber or blend component is 10-50 
wt.-%". Regarding claim 1, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to replace the polymeric material of Radovic 
et al with a rubber-active inhibitor material, in view of Meier et al, in that both materials 
are considered to be structurally equivalent to one another because they are equally 
flexible with sufficient strength. In regards to claims 12 and 13, the combination 
Radovic et al as modified by Meier et al, do not teach butyl rubber (MR) or halogenated 
rubber (CNR). The use of butyl rubber or halogenated rubber is considered to be 
structurally equivalent to the nitrile rubber NBR of Meier et al because the butyl and 
halogenated rubber are flexible, easily formable and economically to use, and as such, 
is believed to be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made. 

Conclusion 

Summary: Claims 1-17 are rejected. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Price whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6892. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:30a.m. to 3:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 571-272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thomas Price/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3643 



